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Imam Ahmad Rida Khan

The Mujaddid of the 14th Century is Mawlana Haji Hafiz Qari Muhammad Ahmad Raza Khan Qadri Barkati
Barelwi. He was born in the town of Bareilly [northern Indian state of U.P.) at the time of Zuhr prayer on 10th
Shawwal, 1272 AH and demised on 25th Safar, 1340 AH. He was named Muhammad and a historic name of al-
Mukhtar (1272 AH) was given to him. Due to his fervent love for the Messenger sallallahu 'alaihi wasallam; Imam
Ahmad Raza would write Abdul Mustafa before his name. He was a master of Abjad and he deduced his year of
birth from the verse of the Holy Qur’an: “These are they in whose hearts Allah has inscribed faith and helped them
with a spirit from Himself”.

Education and upbringing

His initial education was taught by (1) Mirza Qadir Baig Barelwi (d. 1297 AH) and he completed his education with
his father, (2) Mawlana Naqi Ali Khan Barelwi. He also took knowledge of Islam and Jjazahs in Hadith from the
following scholars:

L Mawlana Abdul Ali Khan Rampuri (d. 1303 AH) - student of ‘Allama Fazle Haq Khairabadi

II. Shah Abu’l Husain Ahmad Noori Marahrawi (d. 1324 AH) - student of Mawlana Noor Ahmad Badayuni
III. ~ Shah Aale Rasool Marahrawi (d. 1297 AH) - student of Shah Abdul Aziz Muhaddith Dihlawi (d. 1239 AH)
IV.  Imam al-Shafi’iyah Shaykh Husain Salih (d. 1302 AH)

V. Mufti Hanafiya Shaykh Abdur Rahman Siraj (d. 1301 AH)

VI.  Mufti Shafi'iyah Shaykh Ahmad bin Zayn Dahlan (d. 1299 AH) - Qadi al-Quddat, Makka

Imam Ahmad Raza went to Shah Aale Rasool Marahrawi along with his father and “Allama Abdul Qadir Badayuni
(d. 1319 AH) who was the son of “Allama Fazle Rasool Badayuni (d. 1289 AH). During their very first meeting,
Imam Ahmad Raza was granted Bay’ah, Ijazah and Khilafah. Upon seeing this extraordinary event, some of the
disciples of Marahra exclaimed that they had been busy in worship and spiritual training for such a long time yet
had not received the same benevolence. Shah Aale Rasool answered this query by saying: “Others have to be
trained whilst these people came already trained”. He then said: “I was worried for a long time over a problem,
but, by the grace of Allah, today that issue has been resolved. When Allah asks me on the day of Judgement, “Oh
Aale Rasool! What have you bought with you?” I will then present my Ahmad Raza”.

His knowledge

Imam Ahmad Raza specialised in over fifty branches of knowledge including: Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, Usul al-Figh,
‘Aqaid and Kalam, Tasawwuf, Nahw, Sarf, History, Logic, Philosophy, Astronomy, Astrology and Mathematics.

Imam Ahmad Raza lived for 28 years, 2 months and 5 days in the 13th century, in which he gained recognition due
to his efforts in writing and research, teaching and sermons; and he lived for 39 years, 1 month and 25 days of the
14th century, which he spent in holding up the flag of Islam, refuting the innovators, promoting the truth and
fighting against falsehood. He supported the Sunnah and challenged the Bid’ah. Whenever and howsoever he
possibly could, he used his knowledge to promote the Shari’ah and refute all types of falsehood - and in doing so -
he did not let anything stop him including any important personalities. He never craved fame and praise nor did
he care what people said against him as long as he spoke the truth. He was given such a brilliant mind that he
completed his religious education at the age of 13 years and 10 months. He is amongst the greatest Hadith scholars
of his age and in Figh, the whole of the 14th century did not produce a jurist to his like.
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His mastery of Figh

It is normally the case that scholars begin to pen their works after they have graduated from their religious
education. However, Imam Ahmad Raza is amongst those scholars who began to author books during their
student days. He began to issue judicial verdicts [fatawa] the very day he graduated and the very first fatwa he
ever decreed was so well researched and comprehensive that his father, Mawlana Naqi Ali Khan - himself a
renowned Mufti of his era - was astounded. Imam Ahmad Raza began writing fatawa at the tender age of 13 years
and 10 months and continued this till his demise in 1340 AH - a total of 54 years.

It is unfortunate that some of his earlier fatawa could not be kept safe. Those that remain have been gathered in the
form of al-“Ataya al-Nabawiya fi al-Fatawa al-Ridawiyah. They cover 12 volumes, each of 900-1000 pages. Finding
such a voluminous fatwa work is rare and the research qualities of Imam Ahmad Raza can be seen throughout the
work. The fatawa have been a source of reference for the Hanafi school ever since they were written.

The total number of monographs and books written by him number around 1000 that cover over 50 subject areas.
By 1887, at the age of 30 years, he had already written 75 books and treatises and by 1909, at the age of 43 years,
this number had increased to approximately 500.

His mastery of Hadith

For one to be a Muhaddith; it is not necessary to be a Faqih but to be a Faqih, one must be a Muhaddith and Imam
Ahmad Raza was an undisputed Imam of Figh. He had a vast knowledge of Hadith and its related sciences
including Turuq, Nasikh and Mansukh, Rajih and Marjuh, Tatbiq and Rijal. Sayyid Muhammad Muhaddith
Kachochawi writes:

“His knowledge of Hadith can be seen by the fact that all the ahadith that are the foundation of the Hanafi school

were in his memory and those ahadith by which the Hanafi school is [apparently] challenged; Imam Ahmad Raza
knew the weaknesses of their Sanad and the meanings of all of them. The knowledge of Asma’” al-Rijal is the most
difficult science of Hadith; however, if any Sanad was recited before Imam Ahmad Raza and he was asked about

any narrator, he would mention the strengths and weaknesses of each narrator with specific words and when the
books of Rijal were checked, those exact words were found therein”.

His knowledge of Tafsir

Though he did not compile a single Tafsir of the whole Qur’an; he did compile numerous works that relate to
Tafsir. He wrote marginalia to books of Tafsir and when he did write a commentary of just one Sura - Sura ad-
Duha - he wrote 600 pages. Glimpses of majestic knowledge of Tafsir can be seen in numerous works of his.

His translation of the Holy Qur’an

One of his most outstanding works is his translation of the Holy Qur’an into Urdu which he named Kanzu'l Iman
fi Tarjamatu’l Qur’an which is unique and unparalleled in every sense. Each and every line of this translation gives
glimpses of the beauty of the Holy Qur’an and shows his mastery of the sciences of Tafsir. The translation takes
into account the Glory of Allah and the perfection of His Messenger sallallahu 'alaihi wasallam; hence, it is free
from the faults that are found in other translations.
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Those achievements that make him a Mujaddid

Whether non-Islamic movements and practices arose from within the Muslims or from the Kuffar; Imam Ahmad
Raza proved his status as a Faqih and Mujaddid when he strove against these and other societal ills with the might
of his pen. Notions of apostasy were uncovered by him and Muslims were warned against them. With his
continuous efforts, he protected the sanctity of Islam and was unwavering even in the face of opposition. Hence, it
was after seeing such endeavours that in 1318 AH / 1900 CE at a conference in Patna, in the presence of thousands
of listeners and hundreds of local and national scholars including: Mawlana Abdul Qadir Badayuni (d. 1319 AH),
Mawlana Ma’wan Husain Rampuri [son of Mufti Irshad Husain Rampuri (d. 1311 AH)], “Allama Hidayatullah
Rampuri [d. 1326 AH], Sayyid Shah Abdus Samad Phaphondwi [d. 1333 AH], Mawlana Muhib Ahmad Badayuni
[d. 1341 AH], Mawlana Abdul Kafi Ilahabadi [d. 1350 AH] and Sayyid Muhammad Fakhir Ilahabadi; Mawlana
Abdul Mugqtadir Badayuni [d. 1334 AH] addressed him as:

zs,«:bzs@;o&

This received support from the scholars and public alike. Various other scholars also referred to him as a
Mujaddid. Hence, Shaykh Sayyid Isma’il bin Khalil [d. 1324 AH], librarian of Haram, writes about him:

“Moreover, I say that if he is called the Mujaddid of this century, then this would be correct and the truth”.

Imam Ahmad Raza once said:

“It is the grace of Allah that He has allowed me to do as much work in one lifetime that would be
enough for ten lifetimes”.

His demise

The Imam of Ahlu’s Sunnah, the Mujaddid, Shaykh al-Islam wa’l Muslimeen, Imam Ahmad Raza Khan Hanafi
Qadri Barkati Barelwi passed away on 25th Safar, 1340 AH, at the age of 65. From beginning to end, this shining
star of the Ummah was an embodiment of Shari’ah. Hence, even on his death bed, he ordained that nothing be
done in contravention to the Sunnah. He said:

“From the food of the Fatiha, nothing should be given to the rich. Only the poor will be fed and that too with
utmost respect. No-one will treat the poor badly and nothing will happen that is against the Sunnah”.

In the majority of cases, food from the Fatiha is only for the rich and only the poor miss out. Imam Ahmad Raza
destroyed this ugly practice which was snatching the rights of the poor and in doing so he revived a dying Sunnah
of the dear Prophet sallallahu 'alaihi wasallam.

The benevolence of Allah and His Prophet sallallahu 'alaihi wasallam remained with Imam Ahmad Raza till his
demise. He said that my weakness has left me in such a state that I may not even recognise some of my own
relatives but all the matters of the Shari’ah are still with me and I have not forgotten any of them.

May Allah shower abundant blessings on the grave of the great Imam and may He raise us with him on the day of

Judgement.
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Wazkur Rabbi, watlul qurana
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Al Mu’allim

We once had a teacher

The teacher of teachers,

He changed the world for the better
And made us better creatures,

Oh Allah we’ve shamed ourselves
We've strayed from al-mu’allim,
Surely we’ve wronged ourselves
What will we say in front him?

Oh mu’allim.

[Chorus]

He was Muhammad salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam,
Muhammad, mercy upon mankind,

He was Muhammad salla Allahu “alayhi wa sallam,
Muhammad, mercy upon mankind,

Teacher of all mankind.

He prayed while others slept
While others ate he’d fast,

While they would laugh he wept
Until he breathed his last,

His only wish was for us to be
Among the ones who prosper,
Ya mu’allim peace be upon you,
Truly you are our teacher,

Oh mu’allim..

[Chorus]

He taught us to be just and kind

And to feed the poor and hungry,

Help the wayfarer and the orphan child
And to not be cruel and miserly,

His speech was soft and gentle,

Like a mother stroking her child,

His mercy and compassion,

Were most radiant when he smiled

[Chorus]
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O Allah the Almighty

O Allah the Almighty - Allahu Allah
Protect me and guide me - Allahu Allah
To your love and mercy - Allahu Allah

Ya Allah don’t deprive me - Allahu Allah
From beholding your beauty - Allahu Allah
O my Lord accept this plea - Allahu Allah

[Chorus]

Hasbi Rabbi jallallah - Allahu Allah
Ma fi qalbi ghayrullah - Allahu Allah
‘Aalal haadi sallallah - Allahu Allah
La ilaha illallah - Allahu Allah

Wo tanha kaun hai - Allahu Allah
Badshah wo kaun hai - Allahu Allah
Meherba wo kaun hai - Allahu Allah

Kya unchi shan hai - Allahu Allah
Uskey sab nishan hai - Allahu Allah
Sab dilon ki jan hai - Allahu Allah

[Chorus]

Ya rabbal ‘alamin - Allahu Allah
Salli ‘ala Tahal amin - Allahu Allah
Fi kulli waqtin wa hin - Allahu Allah

Imla” qalbi bil yaqin - Allahu Allah
Thabbitni ‘ala hadhad din - Allahu Allah
Waghfir li wal muslimin - Allahu Allah

[Chorus]

Who made the oceans

Al Khaaliq who made the oceans
Rivers, lakes, streams and rain

Bow their waves in pure submission
Upon the earth to praise his name

[Chorus]

La ilaha illa Allah x4
Muhammadur Rasulullah x4
Salla allah alayhi wa sallam

There is no creature among us
Upon the air or in the sea

That does not sing with wonder
Praising in community

[Chorus]

He is the one who sent the Prophet
A mercy for humanity

Raise me on the day of judgement
As the Prophet’s ummati




Aankhon ka taaraa naam
Muhammad

Dil ka ujaalaa naam Muhammad

Poochai ka maulaa laayaa hai kyaa
kyaa

Mein yai kahunga naam Muhammad

Daulat jo chaaho dono jahaan ki

Kar lo wazeefah naam Muhammad

Apnai raza kai qurbaan jao

Jis ne sikhaaya naam Muhammad

Apne jameele razwi ke dil mein

Aajaa samaajaa naam Muhammad
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Sabse Aula Wo A’laa Hamaaraa Nabi
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Sabse aulaa wo a’laa hamaaraa nabi

Sabse baalaa wo waalaa hamaaraa nabi
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Apne maulaa ka pyaaraa hamaaraa nabi

Dono ‘aalam ka dulhaa hamaaraa nabi

1k s KHV UYss

£ . / . o [
Kawn daytaa hai daynai ko munh ‘é % MJ‘ %’ ) ‘L bn ) u
L 4

chaahiyai

Dene waalaa hai sacha hamaaraa nabi
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Khalq se auliyaa auliyaa se rusul

Aur rasulaun se a’laa hamaaraa nabi
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Tere Sadge Mein Aaqaa
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Sarare jahaan ko deen milaa Tere sadge mein aagaa
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La ilaha illa Allah Dil yai Umar ka bawl uthaa
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Tu kujaa man kujaa
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Sidratul muntahaa
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Tere gun awr yai lab mein talab hi talab
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Quran ‘amaamah hai teraa

Ya rahmatal lil’aalameen
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Awaaz haqq khutba teraa

Ya rahmatal lil’aalameen
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Tu sumandar mein bathkee huwee pyaas
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Tu ameer haram mein fageer ‘ajam
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Tu ‘ataa hi ‘ataa
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Ilhaam hai jaamah teraa
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Minbar teraa ‘arsh bareen
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Khairul bashar rutba teraa
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Afaaq tere saami’een
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Tu hageeqat hai mein sirf ehsaas hoon
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Mera ghar khaaq par awr teree rahguzar




Noor Waalaa Aaya Hai
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Noor waalaa aayaa hai noor le kar aayaa hai

Saare ‘aalam mein yeh dekho keasa noor chaayaa hai
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Jab talak yeh chaand taare jhil milaate jayein gai

Tab talak jashne wilaadat hum manaate jayein gai
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Naat mahboobe khudaa sunte sunaate jayein gai

Ya rasulallah ka naaraa hum lagaate jayein gai
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Chaar jaanib hum diye ghi ke jalaate jayein gai

Ghar to ghar saare muhalle ko sajaate jayein gai
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Pukaaro Ya Rasulallah
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Nabi ka jhanda le kar niklo dunyaa par chaa jao
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Nabi ka jhanda aman ka jhanda ghar ghar mein lehrao
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Ya rasulallah ke naareh se hum ko pyaar hai

Jis ne yeh naarah lagaaya apnaa behraa paar hai
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Hashr tak daalein ge ham pedaaish maulaa ki dhoom

Misl faaris najd ke qil’e giraate jayein gai
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Tum bhi karke un ka charchaa apne dil chamkao

Unche mein uncha nabi ka jhanda ghar ghar mein lehrao
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Aakhri waqt mein kyaa rawnaq dunyaa deikhon

Ab to bas aik hi dhun hein ke madina deikhon
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Meinon majbooriya ne dooriyaa ne maariya

Sad lo madine aaqaa karo meherbaaniya
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Mere maulaa meri aankhein mujhe waapas karde

Taakeh is baar mein ji bhar ke madina deikhon

u’:f(f/(/ L’lggn))/u('
JLFJ/K/;@J’J‘)K}'Z

Ik roz hogaa jaanaa sarkaar ki galee mein

Hoga ho wi tikaana saarkar ki galee mein
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Chamak Tujhe Se Paate
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Madine ke khitte khudaa tujh ko rakhe

Ghareebon fageeron ke tehraane waale
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Mein mujrim ho aaqaa mujhe saath le lo

Ke raste mein hai ja bajaa thaane waale
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Qallat Heelati Anta Waseelati
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Ghataayein gum ki chaah yein dil pareshaan ya rasulallah

Tumhee ho mere dard o dukh ka darmaan ya rasulallah
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Gunahoon ki nahein jaatee hai ‘aadat ya rasulallah

Tumbhi ab kuch karo maahe risaalat ya rasulallah
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Mein bachnaa chaa hataa hon ha he phir bhi bach nahein paataa

Gunaahon ki paree he esi ‘aadat ya rasulallah
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Safeene ke parekhche ur chuke hein zor toofaan se

Sanbaalo mein bhi doobaa eh meri jaan ya rasulallah
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Bulaalo Phir Mujhe Eh Shah
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Bulaalo phir mujhe eh shaah bahro bar madine mein

Mein phir rotaa huwaa aao tere dar par madine mein
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Main pohnchon ko eh jaanaan mein gareebaan chaak seena chaak

Giraade kaash mujhe ko shawq tarpaa kar madine mein
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Madine jaane waalon jao jao fi amaanillah

Kabhee to apnaa bhi lag jaahe ga bistar madine mein
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Na daulat de na sarwat de mujhe bas yeh sa’aadat de

Tere kadmon mein marjao mein ro ro kar madine mein
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Madina is liye “attaar jaan o dil se hai pyaaraa

Ke rehte hein mere aaqag mere dilbar madine mein
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Huzoor Aagaye Hein
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Falak ke nazaaro zameen ki bahaaro sub ‘eidein manao huzoor aagaye hein

Utho ghum ke maaro chalo be sahaaro khabr yeh sunao huzoor aagaye hein
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Anokhaa niraalaa wo zeeshaan aayaa woh saare rasulaun ka sultaan aayaa
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Huwaa chaar soor rehmaton ka baseraa ujaalaa ujaalaa saweraa saweraa

Halima ko phonchee khabr Aminh ki mere ghar mein ao huzoor aagaye hein
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Hawaon mein jazbaat hein marhabaa ke fizaon mein naghmat sale “alaa ke

Daroodon ke gajre salaamon ke tohfe ghulaamo sajao huzoor aagaye hein
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Mustafa Jaane Rehmat
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Sham’e bazme hidaayat peh lakhon salam Mustafa jaane rehmat peh lakhon salam
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Us dil afroze saa’at peh lakhon salam  Jis suhaani ghari chamka tayba ka chaand
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Us nigaahe ‘inaayat peh lakhon salam Jis taraf uthgai dam mein dam agayaa
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Noshahai bazme jannat peh lakhon salam Shab asraa ke dulhaa peh daaim durood
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Shaah ki saari ummat peh lakhon salam  Ek meraa hi rehmat peh da’waa nahein
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Jalwahai shaane qudrat peh lakhon salam Ghawthe ‘azam imaam attugaa wannuqgaa
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Sayyidi a’laa hazrat peh lakhon salam Daal di qalb mein ‘azmate mustafa
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Pehnij b unki shawkat peh lakh
ehnjen sab un 151 awkat pe Jakion - Kaash mehshr mein jab unki aamad ho awr
salam
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Mujhe se khidmat ke qudsee kahein ha

Mustafa jaan rehmat peh lakhon salam
razaa
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